CRAFT IN AMERICA

THROUGH THE EYE: PERSONAL CONNECTIONS WITH NEEDLE & LENS EDUCATION GUIDE

A Guide to Free/Public Domain Image Sources

Educator’s note: Many major cultural institutions now release public-domain images or CCO
copies you can use without permission; others have mixed rights—always check the rights
statement on the item page.

Library of Congress — Prints & Photographs / Chronicling America

Large collection of photographs, prints, posters, maps, sheet music, and digitized newspapers
(Chronicling America). Various items are public domain; each showing the rights information
along with the image.

National Archives (NARA)

Official federal records: military photos, government portraits, WPA, Farm Security
Administration, aerial surveys, maps. Various images with the appropriate right information on
each record.

Smithsonian Open Access

The Smithsonian Open Access contains resources from The Smithsonian’s 21 museums, nine
research centers, libraries, archives, and the National Zoo. Filter the search for photographs in
the open access search bar.

Digital Public Library of America (DPLA)

A website that organizes images and artifacts from many organizations, including libraries,
archives, and museums across the U.S. Search using filters for rights and photographs of people.

Flickr Commons
A website where participating institutions contribute images in the public domain.



https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/?q=photographs
https://www.archives.gov/
https://www.si.edu/openaccess
https://dp.la/
https://www.flickr.org/

